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Methodology

• NCLEX RN practice analysis methodology was reviewed and 
approved by 3 psychometricians.

• NCSBN Chief Executive Officer approved the procedures 
used to protect subject participants rights.

• A panel of 13 nurse Subject Matter Experts (SME) 
developed a comprehensive list of entry-level RN activity 
statements.
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Resources used 
• Summary of Nurse Leader interviews
• Practice activity logs
• Documents from practice
• Professional expertise

Meeting Outcomes
• Developed list of nursing activity statements
• Approved current category structure



NCLEX® Examination Committee

• Review and approve activity statements developed by SME 
Panel.

• Approve overall structure of the NCLEX Client Needs 
categories.

• Propose the draft !"#$%&'()*+,&%-./0%1234. 



Sample and Respondents

• Sample reflected the 2017 population of NCLEX-RN 
candidates.

• Percentage of respondents was similar to the nursing 
representation across the U.S. and Canada.

• Sampling follows entry-level nurse distribution across the 
U.S. and Canada.







Race and Ethnicity
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Educational Programs
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Employment Settings
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Client Health Conditions
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Practice Analysis to Test Plan
www.ncsbn.org/testplans.htmwww.ncsbn.org/1235.htm
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NCLEX® Test Plan

• The practice analysis guides the development of the test 
plan, which is the basis of the NCLEX

• Outline of content entry-level nurses must know to be 
considered minimally competent



2019 NCLEX-RN® Test Plan Timeline

August 





2019 NCLEX® Test Plan

Three purposes
1. Guide candidates preparing for the exam
2. Direction for item development
3. Facilitate classification of exam items







Effective April 1, 
2019 



Activity Statement Additions



Transferred Activity Statements

!Report unsafe practice of health care personnel and intervene as 
appropriate (e.g., substance abuse, improper care, staffing practices)

" Management of Care                 Safety and Infection Control 

!Apply and/or maintain devices used to promote venous return (e.g., anti-
embolic stockings, sequential compression devices)

" Basic Care and Comfort             Reduction of Risk Potential
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