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Regulation 2030
First Steps of A Journey

Since the dawn of time, people tried to predict the future in order to gain some control over what may come. There is a vested 

interest in attempting to forecast events and situations that may have an effect on individuals and organizations—nursing 

regulators are no different. The question is, are we “masters of our fate” or victims of circumstances yet to come? William 

Shakespeare said, “It is not in the stars to hold our destiny but in ourselves.” 

During the NCSBN-hosted Regulation 2030 Conference last Fall, nurse leaders and regulators from around the world 

endeavored to help chart the future of nursing regulation. Participants came from 8 countries, 17 U.S. states, the District of 

Columbia, and 2 U.S. territories—as well as representatives from the American Association of Colleges of Nursing, U.S. Federal 

Trade Commission, Federation of State Boards of Physical Therapy, Federation of State Medical Boards, National League for 

Nursing, Organization for Associate Degree Nursing, American Nurses Association, National Federation of Licensed Practical 

Nurses, and Organization of Economic Cooperation Development (OECD)—undertook the task of trying to understand where 

nursing regulation is headed (National Council of State Boards of Nursing [NCSBN], 2016b). 

In his opening remarks, NCSBN CEO David C. Benton challenged participants to do “out of the box” and audacious 

thinking about the challenges and opportunities of the future. He noted that nursing regulation is increasingly influenced by 

globalization, the growing complexity of the health care system, the emergence of new infectious diseases and the reemer-

gence of older diseases such as tuberculosis, nurse mobility, and changing demographics and social behavior. This study 

presents the first steps of the journey toward forecasting and possibly controlling to some degree as much of the trends and 

issues that will lead us to a contemporary and effective approach to nursing regulation in 2030. 

This study is presented in three steps. Step One, Bibliometric Review: Identifying Regulatory Themes and Emergent 

Trends, presents a bibliometric analysis of the peer-reviewed literature on professional self-regulation and occupational 

licensure, identifying and describing new and emergent trends, and issues facing nursing regulation and how they have 

evolved over time. 

Step Two, Capturing the Essence: Development of Regulatory Concept Maps, interprets and formalizes into actionable 

items the 25 emergent trends identified in Step One. The experts from around the world who participated in the 2030 confer-

ence (listed above) interpreted these emergent trends for the future, along with their implications. They then projected what 

needs to be in place to deliver the emergent trends, identifying the impacts they will have on nursing regulation and the 

health care systems. Their interpretations, implications, and projections were then formalized by creating concept maps for 

each of the 25 emergent trends. These maps are presented in this Step Two. 

Step Three, 
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