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Introduction 
In the fall of 2020, NCSBN launched the Annual Report Program (ARP) for nursing regulatory bodies (NRBs) 
in the U.S. In this program, NCSBN collects the nursing education Annual Report data that most NRBs require. 
The goals of this new program are two-fold. First, NCSBN is assisting the NRBs with this time-consuming data 
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After completing an integrative literature review, using a recognized method of rating the evidence, the 

committee concluded that there currently is not robust evidence on nursing education quality indicators and �;�§��Ä�Ò	�Ä�•��0����y��0��´����0r�Ä�Ð�@
p�·�Ù��2�Ä�§�ù��0Ä�ù�¶�§��Ä�½��9����2���:�Ý�½�Ä��0��r������1;�Ý�nursing program quality indicators. This comprehensive, mixed-methods study was published in 2023, and 

it consisted of four national studies (see �;�Ý�����Ä�Ó�,�ò�§�����§�·9�§�½�,�§��Ä�Ð�ð�#
p�#$À� �Ä�ª�A�Ä�§��Ä��2���Ò��0��r����

��Ä�ª�A�Ä�§��Ä��2���Ò��0��r����2��Ý��Ä��1:�Ý���Ý�Figure 1
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See Table 1 for the program demographics. The majority of diploma, bachelor’s, accelerated BSN (ABSN) 
and master’s entry programs are urban, while the majority of LPN/VN and associate’s programs are rural. 
Many programs are publicly owned, though 51% of bachelor’s programs are private not-for-profit. It is also 
noteworthy that 10% of the associate’s programs are private for-profit programs. While the majority of 
programs provide in-person learning, ABSN programs report that 60.9% are hybrid, though the number of 
ABSN programs is low. The vast majority of programs offer simulation. Most of the nursing programs in this 
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Table 1. Program Demographics

LPN/VN Diploma Associate's Bachelor's Accelerated BSN
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7.	 While our study did not find graduation rates to be a quality indicator, the national nursing accreditors, the 
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